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YOU'RE IN COMMAND 


ices, but he helps to guide the entire industry 


sy as the captain's orders direct the prog- 
ress of his ship, so do your orders direct 
the progress of the electrical industry, for in 
every industry the buyer is in command. For 
example, the more orders that specify factory- 
assembled switchgear and substations, the 
greater will be the manufacturers’ efforts to de- 


velop this type of cost-reducing equipment. 


So it is with research, engineering, and load 


building. When the purchaser places his orders 


with the manufacturers who do this kind of 


work, he not only stimulates these essential serv- 


ina forward direction. Also, he obtains—im- 
mediately—the greatest value for his equip- 


ment dollar. 


This power of direction—this ability to speed 
up the progress of the entire industry—is in a 
sense the biggest responsibility a purchasing 
agent has, for it is his opportunity to save 

ultimately—muillions of dollars in operating 
costs and bring to his company millions o 
dollars in increased revenue through new 


developments and increased load building 
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North American Plans Refunding 
Operation to Simplify Structure 


President Fogarty proposes to SEC the elimination of North American 
Edison and refunding outstanding securities held by public — Pro- 
gram is expected to effect $1,000,000 savings in interest and taxes 


Another step to simplify the cor- 
porate structure of North American Co. 
and bring it more in line with the 
utility act was taken last week when 
James F. Fogarty, president, proposed 
the elimination of North American Edi- 
son Co. as an intermediate holding 
company and acquisition of its assets 
by the parent company. 

In a plan submitted to the Securities 
and Exchange Commission, Mr. Fogarty 
proposed that all of the outstanding 
securities of North American Edison 
held by the public, consisting of $42,- 
565,000 of 54% per cent debentures and 
348,290 shares of $5 dividend preferred 
stock, be refunded by the issuance and 
sale of debentures and preferred stock 
of North American Co. 


Parent to refund 


Mr. Fogarty also proposed that the 
$23,913,000 of 5 per cent debentures of 
North American Co. held by the pub- 
lic be refunded into ones bearing a 
lower coupon rate. 

In order to effect a substantial sav- 
ing in interest charges, as well as sim- 
plify the corporate structure, North 
American will issue and sell a total of 

70,000,000 of new debentures, consist- 
ing of $20,000,000 of 3% per cent 
ten-year debentures, $25,000,000 of 
354 per cent fifteen-year debentures 
and $25,000,000 of 4 per cent twenty- 
year debentures, and $34,829,000 par 
value of new preferred stock, 534 per 
cent series, consisting of 696,580 shares 


of $50 par value. Mr. Fogarty stated 
that it is proposed to offer preferred 
stockholders of North American Edison 
Co. a prior opportunity to purchase 
the new preferred stock of North 
American Co. 

The various transactions are esti- 
mated to effect an annual saving of 
$1,000,000 in cash interest, dividend 
requirements and taxes, Mr. Fogarty 
explained. 


Stockholders to vote 


A special meeting of North American 
Co. stockholders will be called to vote 
upon amendments to the certificate of 
organization to change the authorized 
and unissued serial preferred stock of 
the company from shares without par 
value to shares of $50 par value and 
to confer voting rights upon such stock 
and also to change the common stock 
of the company from shares without 
par value to shares of $10 par value, 
the present stated value. 

It was explained by Mr. Fogarty that 
North American Co. now owns all of 
the common stock of North American 
Edison Co. and some of its debentures 
and preferred stock. The debentures of 
North American Edison Co., now held 
by the public and to be refunded, con- 
sist of $6,067,000 of 5 per cent series 
A, redeemable on the first of any month 
(after February) at 103 and accrued 
interest; $16,218,000 of 5% per cent, 
series B, redeemable at 10234 and ac- 
crued interest, and $20,280,000 of 5 
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per cent, series C, redeemable on the 
fifteenth of any month at 105% and 
accrued interest. North American Edi- 
son preferred stock is redeemable at 
any time at 105 and accrued dividends. 

North American debentures are re- 
deemable at any time at 1034 and 
accrued interest. 

When the corporate changes are 
effected North American Edison will 
be eliminated and all of its present 
subsidiaries will become direct sub- 
sidiaries of North American Co. 


Rankin to Seek TVA 
Rates for All Cities 


Legislation which would force pri- 
vate utilities to sell power at TVA 
yardstick rates “or get out of the 
power business” is being prepared by 
Representative Rankin of Mississippi. 

While his statement did not disclose 
details of the proposed legislation, 
Representative Rankin stated that “we 
cannot reach every home in America 
with TVA power, but we can reach 
them with TVA yardstick rates, and 
we are going to do it by forcing rate 
reductions to their proper level in 
every community throughout the coun- 
try.” 

* 


Denies Rate Rehearing 
The New York Public Service Com- 


mission has denied the application of 
the Queens Borough Gas & Electric Co. 
for a rehearing and a stay of the com- 
mission’s order of December 20 direct- 
ing a reduction of electric rates to gen- 
eral consumers of approximately $530,- 
000 a year. The company obtained a 
temporary injunction to restrain the 
commission from enforcing its order. 
Arguments are scheduled on Feb. 2. 
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SERVICE RECORD-.—Pins commemorating long records of affiliation with utilities 

identified with the New England Power Association were presented these officials 

just before Christmas by Francis L. Ball, regional executive. 

mate years in the field, are: C. F. Chisholm, Revere, (50); S. Fred Smith, Salem, 

(45); C. E. Haseltine, Haverhill, (30); G. E. Nickerson, Amesbury, (25), and C. A 
Mayo, Salem, (25) 


Utility Absolved in 
Playground Fatality 


If a 12-year old boy climbs a pole 
in a playground and loses his life by 
shock from a 2,300-volt circuit carried 
about 25 ft. above the ground the 
power company is not legally responsi- 
ble for the accident, declared the full 
bench of the Massachusetts Supreme 
Court in a decision voiding a $10,000 
suit by Joseph Urban against the Cen- 
tral Massachusetts Electric Company. 
The playground belonged to a parochial 
school at Ware and the overhead circuit 
supplied energy to a transformer serv- 
ing the rectory. 

The victim, a son of the plaintiff, 
climbed the pole to see if companions 
were approaching and was instantly 
killed. The power line was carried on 
a top crossarm, and about 3 ft. below 
a telephone arm was in use. Pole 
steps 18 in. apart extended from a 
point about 2 ft. above the ground 
toward the top of the pole. According 
to the evidence warning against danger 
or trespass was carried on the pole. 

The court found that the victim was 
lawfully on the playground, but that 
he had no invitation to climb the pole. 
The pole had not been set up either as 
an implement of play or as a part of 
the playground equipment. He was 
using the pole for a never-intended 
purpose. It was a reasonable inference 
that the company owned and main- 
tained the pole with the consent of the 
owner of the playground. The wires 
were at a safe distance above the 
ground with respect to the use of the 
area. There was no obligation, the 
decision stated, upon the company to 
maintain the wires as thus located in an 
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insulated condition. The triple-braided 
weatherproof covering was worn and 
frayed, but the company’s wires were 
not a source of danger to any one on 
the playground. 

In order to receive an injury it was 
necessary to go nearly to the top of 
the pole and to come either in actual 
contact with the wires or at least within 
9/16 in. of them. The fatality could 
be attributed to unauthorized presence 
upon the pole, even if attention were 
confined merely to presence and the 
indications ignored that the victim com- 
mitted a wrongful act in intermeddling 
with the wires. The case is not one, 
the court said, in which the defendant 
created a dangerous situation at a 
place to which he knew others had the 
right of access or introduced a danger- 
ous instrumentality in the path of an- 
other who would be likely to enter it. 
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Modern Kitchen Bureau 
Names Contest Winners 


Winners for November in the Modern 
Kitchen Bureau’s retail salesmen’s let- 
ter contest included Carl Hellen, Wis- 
consin Electric Power Co., Milwaukee: 
Louis Brunell, Connecticut Light & 
Power, Greenwich, and H. W. Yohn. 
Pennsylvania Power & Light, Allen- 
town. 

Winners for October included Paul 
S. Lutz, Pennsylvania Power & Light, 
Allentown; Francis G. Schafer, New 
York Power & Light, Oneida, and Al- 
bert Gruber, Washington Water Power. 
Kamiah, Idaho. 

September winners were Edgar H. 
Dowson, United Illuminating Co., New 
Haven, Conn.; Harold W. Laros, Phila- 
delphia Electric, and Russell W. Holli- 


gan. Boston Edison. 





Approves Temporary 
Rate for Bonneville 


FPC has approved and confirmed a 
new rate schedule, designated as Whole- 
sale Power Rate Schedule E-1, for the 
sale and disposition of temporary 
power for experimental purposes from 
the Bonneville project and made the 
new rate retroactive to November 1, 
1938. Approval and confirmation of 
the new rate permits the extension of 
a contract between the administrator 
of the Bonneville Project and North- 
western Electric Co. for the sale of 
electric energy by the former to the 
latter. 

Although the initial transmission net- 
work in Oregon and Washington will 
not be completed for approximately a 
year, the commission passed favorably 
on the administrator’s proposal for 
marketing energy during the construc- 
tion period. The schedule will not only 
permit testing of the Bonneville gener- 
ating plant when interconnected with 
other electric systems, but will provide 
an immediate source of revenue for the 
project. 

Purchasers of power will pay on the 
same basis as the kilowatt-year charges 
of $17.50 for primary energy and $11.50 
for secondary energy. They will be 
billed at the rate of 1/365th of those 
sums for the number of kilowatts of 
power taken each day. 

The special schedule will be in effect 
only until the “backbone” transmission 
line from the dam to the Vancouver sub- 
station is completed. The temporary 
rates will expire in any event on De- 
cember 31, 1939. 


Tennessee Public Service 
Sells Lines in Knoxville 


Tennessee Public Service Co. has 
completely retired from business in 
Knoxville as a result of the sale of its 
traction lines in the territory to the 
Knoxville Transit Lines, a new con- 
cern, for $250,000. 

Some time ago the utility sold its 
electric facilities to the city. The new 
transit company expects to spend $500,- 
000 to motorize equipment completely 
and improve facilities. 


Five Air Unit Systems Sold 


Five central-plant air-conditioning 
systems, representing an aggregate 
capacity of 49 hp., were sold in Chi- 
cago in November, Commonwealth 
Edison Co. has announced. This com- 
pares with five contracts and a com- 
bined capacity of 72 hp. in the corre- 
sponding period last year. 
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Associated Gas Plans to Absorb 
Hopson Interests’ Service Units 


Utility Management to take over personnel and services of major 
organizations serving system — Move is expected to eliminate points 
of controversy between utility and federal and state agencies 


Many points of controversy between 
Associated Gas & Electric and the fed- 
eral and state agencies are expected to 
be eliminated as a result of the action 
taken last week when the Howard C. 
Hopson interests voluntarily withdrew 
from rendering services to the utility. 

J. I. Mange, president of Associated 
Gas & Electric, announced that as of 
December 31, 1938, the three major 
Hopson organizations which have been 
supplying services to the companies 
had voluntarily withdrawn from busi- 
ness with the Associated System. These 
service organizations at 61 Broadway 
have done financial, accounting, statisti- 
cal and corporate work. 


Will absorb service units 


Mr. Mange stated that the services 
and personnel of Utility Auditors & Tax 
Consultants, Finance & Securities As- 
sistants and Corporate Records & Secre- 
tarial Assistants will be absorbed by 
Utility Management Corp., a_non- 
profit mutual organization which sup- 
plies management services to Associ- 
ated companies. 

The service organizations were 
established by Mr. Hopson and formerly 
directed by him. In voluntarily with- 
drawing from business with the As- 
sociated System, Mr. Mange said, the 
present owners receive no compensation 
for the good will and the many years of 
effort devoted to building these organiz- 
ations. 

These service organizations date back 
to 1915. Mr. Mange said, when Mr. 
Hopson. who had been chief of the 
division of capitalization of the New 
York Public Service Commission, es- 
tablished an office at 61 Broadway, as 
a consultant to utilities. 


Associated was client 


In those early years, he stated, many 
manufacturing companies and_rail- 
roads. as well as utility companies, 
were clients of Mr. Hopson. Among 
the utilities was Associated Gas & Elec- 
trie and various companies which are 
now subsidiaries. In 1922 Mr. Hop- 
son became directly interested in the 
Associated System. 

As the Associated System grew from 
a group of companies serving approxi- 
mately 44,000 customers in 1922 to one 
now serving 1,762,000, Mr. Mange said, 
the work these service organizations 
were called upon to furnish the system 
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also grew. Departments were first or- 
ganized to do this work, later separate 
compdnies were necessary. 

The absorption of these service or- 
ganizations outside the system and the 
performance of the services on a non- 
profit basis is considered a step forward 
in meeting some of the aims of the 
utility act. It is considered likely that 
a number of investigations now under 
way may be terminated soon. 


REA Illinois Lines 
Total 11,993 Miles 


Twenty-one REA farmer-owned co- 
operatives in Illinois have a total of 
11,993 miles of rural electric line ener- 
gized, under construction or planned 
for construction during the fiscal 
year, according to the official bulletin 
of the State Rural Electrification Com- 
mittee, which has recently been issued. 

This total amount of line is divided 
into the following groups: 2,004 miles 
of line energized; 1,269 miles under 
construction; 3,029 miles for which 
REA has allotted funds for construc- 
tion; 5,691 miles planned for construc- 
tion in this fiscal year. 

Since July 1, under the 1938-39 REA 
program, approximately $10,000,000 
has been earmarked or allocated for 
Illinois farmer co-operatives. Figures 
on file with the State Rural Electrifica- 
tion Committee on November 17 showed 
that the federal government during 
the previous 44% months allotted $3.- 
839,500 to the rural electric projects in 
this state and had earmarked an addi- 
tional $6,055,000 for allocation as fast 
as the co-operatives complete their 
membership sign-up campaigns and 
make applications for their loans. 


I.E.S. Lamp Makers Plan 
Drive for Spring Sales 


Following a tremendous upsurge of 
lamp sales in the last half of 1938, 
which saw more than six times as many 
tagged lamps sold as in the first six 
months of the year, the certified I.E.S. 
specifications lamp makers are looking 
toward 1939 spring sales with plans for 
the largest advertising campaign in 
their history. 

A more intensive drive in local re- 


tail channels will be made. Emphasis 
will be placed on local tie-ups to local 
department and furniture stores and 
other retail outlets handling I-E.S. 
lamps. 

During the spring lamp show for 
buyers space has been reserved in the 
American Furniture Mart and the Mer- 
chandise Mart in Chicago and at the 
Hotel New Yorker during the New 
York exhibit on January 23-27. 


Baltimore Utility Lets 
Plant Unit Contract 


Consolidated Gas, Electric Light & 
Power Company of Baltimore has re- 
cently let contracts for equipment to top 
a portion of its Westport station. The 
installation will consist of two Combus- 
tion Engineering high-pressure boilers 
of the three-drum, bent-tube type, sup- 
plying steam at 1,325 lb., 915 deg. F. 
at the superheater outlet, to a 25,000- 
kw. General Electric turbine-generator 
exhausting to the present 200-lb. tur- 
bines. An extension to the present 
building will house the new equipment. 

It was stated that the new steam gen- 
erating units will be designed for a 
maximum rating of 313,000 lb. of steam 
per hour, with feedwater at 330 deg. F. 
or 330,000 lb. with feedwater at 383 
deg. F. 

Each unit will be fired by four type 
R horizontal turbulent burners receiv- 
ing pulverized coal, through indepen- 
dent feeders, from two CE-Raymond 
bowl mills. The furnaces will be com- 
pletely water cooled and have bottoms 
of the V-shape dry type. Continuous 
fin-tube economizers and Ljungstrom 
air preheaters will be employed. 


e 
Kraft Sees Business Gain 


An increase in domestic and indus- 
trial power consumption this year is 
anticipated by Albert W. Kraft, presi- 
dent of United Illuminating Co., which 
serves New Haven and Bridgeport, 
Conn. He said that 1938 was a trying 
year for the utilities in the area, due 
to the September hurricane and the 
industrial depression. “In spite of 
conditions, it is gratifying to note the 
continued expansion in the use of elec- 
tricity in the home,” he said. 


NLRB Certifies CIO Unit 


The NLRB has certified the United 
Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers 
of America, CIO, as the sole collective 
bargaining agency for production, 
maintenance and service employees of 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufactur- 
ing Co., Chicago service branch. 
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EXHIBIT BUILDING—General Electric’s new building at the New York World’s 
Fair will house in one of its three sections the high-voltage electrical equipment for 


generating and discharging 10,000,000 volts of artificial lightning. 


In the background 


is the fair’s theme center of perisphere and trylon 


Griffith Named First 
Citizen of Portland 


At a formal dinner meeting of the 
Portland (Oregon) Realty Board this 
week Franklin T. Griffith, president of 
Portland General Electric Co., was hon- 
ored as Portland’s “first citizen” for 
1938, in recognition of his outstanding 
public service. 

The honor was conferred upon Mr. 
Griffith this year not only for his con- 
structive efforts in bringing about a 
program of co-operation between the 
federal power project at Bonneville 
and the existing private enterprises, but 
also for his calm counsel in helping 
to solve knotty labor problems in other 
industries during the past year. 

In its report the secret committee 
of the Realty Board pointed not only 
to Mr. Griffith’s current activities but 
to the long period of years in which 
he has given outstanding service to the 
community, and marked this year by 
the silver anniversary “of his top- 
flight position in the Portland business 
world.” Mr. Griffith became president 
of Portland Electric Power Co. 25 


years ago. 
& 


Federal Board Authorizes 
Sale of Properties to TVA 


FPC has authorized the disposition 
by the West Tennessee Power & Light 
Co. to the TVA, to the city of Jackson, 
Tenn., and to the Mayor and Alder- 
men of Ripley, Tenn., of its facilities 
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for the transmission or sale of electric 
energy at wholesale in interstate com- 
merce subject to the jurisdiction of 
the commission. 

The facilities proposed to be sold to 
the commission of the city of Browns- 
ville and to the city of Humboldt, Tenn., 
the order set forth, are generating and 
local distribution facilities and the dis- 
position thereof is not subject to the 
jurisdiction of the federal commission. 
The application, in so far as it applies 
to those cities, was, therefore, dis- 
missed for lack of jurisdiction. 


Submits Favorable 


Decision for Review 
Pacific Power & Light Co. has asked 


the Supreme Court to review a lower 
court decision favorable to the com- 
pany on the grounds that the ques- 
tion presented is one of general im- 
portance which should be finally de- 
cided by the high court. 

The power company’s action was in 
the form of a memorandum joining in 
a petition for certiorari submitted by 
FPC, defeated in lower court ruling. 

The question presented in the present 
case is whether an order of the FPC 
denying an application of public utility 
companies to consolidate and merge 
their properties is an order subject 
to review by a Circuit Court under the 
Federal Power Act. The lower court 
held that it had jurisdiction to review 
commission’s order. 





The case involved an application for 
an order authorizing Inland Power & 
Light Co. to transfer all of its assets 
to Pacific Power & Light Co. FPC is- 
sued an order denying the application. 
When the power companies petitioned 
the Circuit Court for review, the com- 
mission contended the court was with- 
out jurisdiction. The Circuit Court 
ruled against the commission. 


TVA Plea on Rural 


Contract Dismissed 


Stating that data, information and 
documents essential to the proper con- 
sideration of the application and the 
performance of the commission’s duties 
under Section 15-a of the Tennessee 
Valley Authority Act of 1933, as 
amended, are wanting and cannot be 
submitted within the period of time 
for the approval applied for, the Fed- 
eral Power Commission has adopted an 
order dismissing without prejudice the 
application of the TVA for approval 
of parts of its agreement with the Gib- 
son County Electric Membership Cor- 
poration. 

That part of the contract for which 
approval was sought provides for the 
extension of credit by the TVA to the 
corporation of $225,000 for the acquisi- 
tion by the corporation of certain elec- 
tric facilities now owned by Kentucky- 
Tennessee Light & Power Co.; $24,000 
for the construction of certain rural 
transmission and distribution lines to 
tie in the aforesaid properties, and $70,- 
000 for rehabilitation and repair work 
by the corporation to the power com- 
pany properties acquired. 

These funds are to be advanced by 
TVA to the corporation at the interest 
rate of 34% per cent per annum pay- 
able monthly, the total amount ad- 
vanced to be payable as to interest 
and principal in monthly installments 
calculated to pay and discharge the 
indebtedness in 25 years. 


Ross Proposes Industrial 
Power Plan for Northwest 


J. D. Ross, administrator of the 
Bonneville project, has proposed an 
industrial chamber of commerce for 
the power districts and city-owned elec- 
trical systems of the Northwest. In a 
letter to the 104 district commissioners 
and 50 municipal electric managers of 
Washington, Oregon and Idaho the 
Bonneville chief outlined a broad pro- 
gram for utilizing Columbia River 
power for industrial development in 
the three states. Each district and city 
was asked to consider a unified plan 
for stimulating local manufacturing. 
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Cleveland Voters Approve Plan 
to Expand Power Plant of City 


Authorize issuance of $3,000,000 mortgage revenue bonds to cover 
cost of new 37,500-kw. unit — City is eligible for a $2,450,000 PWA 
grant — Additional capacity needed to meet increase in power load 


Approval by Cleveland, Ohio, voters 
of the issuance of $3,000,000 mortgage 
revenue bonds to finance expansion 
of the city’s light plant was consid- 
ered not an approval of the govern- 
ment’s power program, but a chance 
to “get ours before the till runs dry.” 

In the city of a million population, 
where 322,635 customers are served 
by the private utility and 53,343 are 
served by the city system, the voting 
was 88,575 in favor of the issue of 
bonds and 35,113 against it. This ap- 
parent lack of interest was probably 
due to the fact that the expansion of 
the city’s generating capacity will not 
mean further competition with the 
local utility and that additional gen- 
erating capacity was needed to meet 
load requirements on the city’s system. 


Sought test vote 


Many public ownership advocates 
attempted to turn the voting into a test 
of New Deal power policies by offering 
the “yardstick” theory of rate making 
for the Cleveland Electric Illuminating 
Co., North American subsidiary, and 
government pump priming. The city is 
eligible for a $2,450,000 PWA grant. 

At the present time the city has in- 
stalled 50,000 kw. of generating capac- 
ity, which has not been increased since 
1922. The present peak load is 42,500 
kw. and the city expects to add more 
load in the future. In order to provide 
facilities for the normal increase in 
city use and the plant’s customers, the 
5,700 kw. for the sewage plant and the 
6,310 kw. for the water pumping sta- 
tion it is proposed to install a 37,500- 
kw. unit. 

It is estimated by the city that with 
the normal increase in use of electricity 
by the customers of the municipal sys- 
tem the load will be 49,400 kw. by 
1942. With the pumping station and 
sewage plant added to the line the 
load will be increased to 61,410 kw. 
by 1942. In the face of the expected 
expansion in use the 37,500-kw. unit is 
considered necessary. When the plant 
expansion program is completed the 
city estimates that there will be no 
surplus energy and therefore no addi- 
tional competition with the local 
utility. 

Proponents of the bond issue argued 
adoption chiefly to reduce electric rates 
and lower city operating costs in sew- 
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age disposal and water plants, to cut 
street lighting bills and to restore the 
plant’s position as a regulator of the 
rates of the local private utility. 

A strong opposition developed dur- 
ing the campaign, in which there was 
waged a vigorous mail, radio and 
house-to-house campaign. It had been 
charged that the bond issue would in- 
crease “tax-free” property, be unfair 
to private utilities, increase the present 
large public debt and involve more 
expansion that assertedly was needed. 


Utility Districts Ask 
Ross Set Fair Price 


Public utility district commissioners 
from Southern Washington have asked 
Bonneville Administrator J. D. Ross to 
recommend a fair price to offer to the 
Pacific Power & Light Co. for the elec- 
trical facilities in the area. 

Representatives from Clark, Ska- 
mania, Klickitat, Benton and Franklin 
counties have formed the Southeast 
Washington Utility Commissioners 
Association. They unanimously voted 
to negotiate for purchase of the exist- 
ing generation, transmission and dis- 
tribution systems in their districts. 


Mr. Ross has agreed to investigate 
the value of the Pacific Power & Light 
properties and stated that he would 
try to submit his recommendation 
within 60 days. Mr. Ross recom- 
mended that the districts acquire the 
utility properties as an integrated sys- 
tem. “It is poor policy to chop up a 
utility network,” he said. “I believe 
some plan may be worked out to pur- 
chase all of the company’s facilities 
that comprise a single unit.” 

Belief was expressed by Mr. Ross 
that it would be easier to finance the 
larger system. 

» 


New England Power Group 
Sees Increase in Business 


Frank D. Comerford, chairman of 
the New England Power Association, 
in a message to shareholders accom- 
panying the January preferred divi- 
dend checks, stated that there have 
been many indications of substantial 
business improvements in the associa- 
tion’s territory in the past two months. 

“Primary power production, an ex- 
cellent barometer,” he said, “has shown 
increases of from 12 to 24 per cent 
since the first of November over cor- 
responding weeks of 1937.” 


Halts Probe on Power Rates 


A temporary halt has been called by 
the New York Public Service Commis- 
sion in its investigation of rates and 
charges of the Niagara Falls Power Co. 
for service provided the Aluminum Co. 
of America. The commission announced 
a rehearing in Buffalo January 13. 








COOKING DEMONSTRATION—More than 250 clubwomen attended the recent 


electric cooking demonstration as part of a playlet presented by the women’s division 
of the Electric Association in the Chicago Lighting Institute’s auditorium 
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TVA Expects to Show Net Profit 
of $300,000 During Fiscal Year 


Government power agency reports 1938 fiscal year saw greatest 
advance thus far in finding market for surplus power — Report 
shows agency had net loss of $310,000 for fiseal year 


The fiscal year 1938 saw the greatest 
advance thus far for the TVA in find- 
ing markets for the disposition of sur- 
plus power, according to the annual 
report, made public this week. 

The government power agency re- 
ported that developments indicate that 
the TVA is well on its way to disposing 
of all the power available at its naviga- 
tion and flood control projects without 
injury to actual existing investment in 
privately owned facilities. 


Expects net profit 


Although the operations of the TVA 
at the close of last June were in the 
“red” in the amount of $1,155,000, this 
situation is expected to be reversed and 
a net profit of approximately $300,000 
is expected to be shown for the year 
ended June, 1939. 

The TVA also predicted that in- 
creased revenues from the sale of 
power will enable the agency to show 
a profit of $1,000,000 by June, 1940. 
Power sales for the first five months of 
the current fiscal year totaled $2,119,- 
400, only slightly less than the $2,305.- 
877 received from this operation in the 
entire fiscal year of 1938. Power rev- 
enues for the entire current fiscal year, 
ending June, 1939, were estimated at 
$5,000,000, and for 1940 at $6.500.000. 

The TVA reported that during the 
past fiscal year ten additional munici- 
palities and cooperative associations be- 
gan purchasing power, bringing the 
total to forty. 

“Domestic consumers continued, as 
in previous years, to increase their con- 
sumption of electricity,” the report 
stated. The average for the fiscal year 
was 1,270 kw.-hr., 9 per cent above the 
previous year and 58 per cent above the 
average for the nation. The average 
domestic rate was 1.99 cents a kilo- 
watt-hour. 


New power contracts 


It was reported that eighteen new 
wholesale power contracts with muni- 
cipalities were signed during the year, 
bringing the total, including those with 
city and co-operative agencies already 
served, to sixty-one. Almost 1,800 miles 
of rural line were placed in service, 
chiefly by municipalities and coopera- 
tives, bringing the total at the close of 
the year to 4,693 miles. 

Private dealers reported sales of 
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$1,612,000 worth of electric appliances 
to domestic customers of municipalities 
and co-operatives distributing TVA 
power, an average of $54 per customer. 

The TVA reported that revenue from 
sale of power for the last month of 
1938 fiscal year were about $319,000, 
or at the rate of more than $3,820,000 
a year. By October of the current fiscal 


Revenues Rise, 


Close to Year Ago 


Operations of the electric light and 
power industry during October, as re- 
ported by the Edison Electric Institute 
reflect conditions in the last month of 
1938, in which output was less than in 
1937. Energy generated increased 
about 3 per cent over September to 
9,697,095,000 kw.-hr., compared with 
9,898.441,000 kw.-hr. a year ago. 

Revenue from ultimate consumers 
increased 1.1 per cent to $185.743,700, 
compared with $185,981,400. In addi- 
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tion there was $2,275,000 from other 
sources for which no comparable 
figure is available for 1937. 

The usual seasonal rise brought 
sales to domestic customers 1.7 per 
cent over the September level and 7.5 
per cent over the corresponding 
amount in October, 1937, to 1,638,381.- 
000 kw.-hr. Sales classified as “com- 





year they had increased to $461,000, or 
at the rate of about $5,532,000 a year. 

The addition of two generators at 
Pickwick Landing Dam increased the 
installed generating capacity of the 
TVA system from 348,000 to 420,000 
kw. 

It was reported that results of power 
operations, before deducting the com- 
mon expenses allocated to power, were 
a net income of $75,000 for the fiscal 
year 1938 and a net income of $405,000 
for the entire period. After deducting 
the allocated common expenses, a net 
expense of $310,000 resulted for the 
fiscal year 1938 and $748,000 for the 
entire period from June 16, 1933, to 
June 30, 1938. It was reported that the 
largest item of common expense was 
depreciation. 


mercial and industrial” turned upward 
slightly to 5,835,343,000 kw.-hr., but 
continued 5.5 per cent under the cor- 
responding amount a year ago, repre- 
sented approximately by the sum of 
small and large commercial light and 
power, 6,180,942,000 kw.-hr. A ma- 
terial improvement is revealed, how- 
ever, by comparison with September. 
when the disparity was 10.5 per cent. 


Output Continues 


In Upward Trend 


Continuing the upward trend which 
began in June, the production of elec- 
tric energy for public use during No- 
vember totaled 9,983,327,000 kw.-hr.. 
an increase of 0.2 per cent over October 
and 4 per cent more than was produced 
in November of the previous year, ac- 
cording to the Federal Power Commis- 
sion. This was also the highest yet re- 
ported for any month of 1938. 

The total capacity of generating 
plants available for service as of De- 
cember 1 was approximately 38,525,000 
kw., an increase of 190,000 kw. during 
November. These capacity figures in- 
clude plants owned by electric rail- 
ways, railroads, federal and state or- 
ganizations, as well as that portion of 
manufacturing plants allocated to pro- 
ducing energy for public use. 

The total stock of coal on hand at 
electric utility power plants on Decem- 
ber 1 was 9,676,377 tons, an increase of 
2.1 per cent from the previous month 
and a decrease of 6.4 per cent from 
December 1 a year ago. These plants 
consumed approximately 3,704,310 net 
tons of coal in November, of which 
3,529,855 tons were bituminous and 
174,455 tons were anthracite, decreases 
of 1.4 per cent and 5.7 per cent, respec 
tively, compared with the previous 
month. 
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Innes to Become Managing 


Editor of Electrical World 


F. R. Innes 


Frank R. Innes will, on February 1, 
become managing editor of ELECTRICAL 
WorLp. This announcement comes after 
twelve years association with the maga- 
zine as Western editor. 

At the same time L. W. W. Morrow, 
former editor of ELectricaL Wor tp, 
goes to Chicago as regional editorial 
director for McGraw-Hill publications, 
where, in addition to other activities, 
he will take over the direction of the 
work Mr. Innes has been handling. 

In taking up his new responsibilities 
in New York Mr. Innes brings with him 
not only a background of successful edi- 
torial achievement but a considerable 
field experience of a very practical 
nature. 

After a short period at the University 
of Michigan, he started as a substation 
operator with the Detroit United Rail- 
ways, going from there to the meter de- 
partment of the Detroit Edison Co., 
where he invented several meter de- 


° 
Nebraska “TVA” Seen 
eye 7 
as Failing Project 

Public distaste of the “littke TVA” 
in Nebraska and its failure to live up 
to the glorified statements that it would 
bring new prosperity to the state were 
given as reasons why Senator Norris 
feels that Congress may refuse addi- 
tional large appropriations for govern- 
ment power projects. 

Speaking over station WOL in Wash- 
ington recently, Fulton Lewis, Jr., de- 
clared that Senator Norris is right and 
that it is “almost certain that there 
will be a fight against any more TVA 
appropriations.” 

Mr. Lewis said that the main reason 
for the opposition to the TVA is the 
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L. W. W. Morrow 


vices. After a period of war service 
he returned to Detroit Edison as sub- 
stitute editor of the company publica- 
tion, The Synchroscope. 

In 1923 he went to the West Coast 
with the Sessions Engineering Co., 
where he was engaged in illumination 
engineering and general operations for 
the new Longview Public Service Co. 
In 1926 he joined the staff of ELectrt- 
cAL WorLp. 

Mr. Morrow. after two years with 
Corning Glass as general manager of the 
fiber glass division, returns to the pub- 
lishing business, where his broad back- 
ground in engineering, publishing and 
manufacturing experience makes him 
especially well fitted to handle the 
broad editorial contacts and public re- 
lations work needed in the central West. 

Through these changes the staff of 
ELECTRICAL WorLpD will be considerably 
strengthened and will be able still fur- 
ther to increase its service to its readers. 


power project in Nebraska, Senator 
Norris’s own state. Describing his trip 
to Nebraska several months ago, Mr. 
Lewis said that he found the reservoirs, 
at a time when they should be full, 
without enough water in any of them 
to turn over the generators. He said 
that PWA advanced $35,000,000 as a 
loan and that $20,000,000 was a gift. 
These power and irrigation projects 
are the Loup and the Platte. 

Declaring that there was so much 
dirt and silt in the water that it could 
not be run through the generators, Mr. 
Lewis said that it was decided to build 
reservoirs as sediment basins so that 
the 28-mile canal would not have to be 
redug because the silt in the slow- 
moving water would fill it. 

Mr. Lewis. said that the water that 


came in the reservoir from the river 
remained until the dirt settled to the 
bottom. It was found that it was neces- 
sary to dig this silt from the reser- 
voir, so a special electrically operated 
barge was bought, costing several hun- 
dred thousand dollars. “In order to 
operate the barge they ran a line from 
the power plant, up the full length of 
the 28-mile canal . . . So, at the pres- 
cnt time, the power plant generates 
power, to run the barge to clean the 
silt out of the settlement reservoir— 
so that the water can be used to oper- 
ate the power plant, to run the 
barge...” 

It was further pointed out by Mr. 
Lewis that the Nebraska power project 
offered to sell power to the utilities, 
but wanted a higher price than the 
utilities could generate their own power 
by steam. There was no sale. 

Mr. Lewis said that he was informed 
that if the “littkh TVA” gets “all the 
water it hopes to get—and generates 
all the power it hopes to generate—and 
sells it at the price it hopes to sell it for 
—and sells all the water it hopes to sell, 
for irrigation purposes . . . the total 
income from al! that will not be enough 
to pay the regular debt service, on the 
$35,000,000, that the ‘littke TVA’ still 
owes the government . . . and that does 
not take into consideration the $20.- 
000,000 that the PWA contributed, as 
an outright gift.” 

And so, Mr. Lewis said, with the 
picture, Senator Norris has good rea- 
son to be worried about whether he 
can get any more millions for the big 
TVA down in Tennessee. 


Issues San Joaquin License 


FPC has announced its order author- 
izing the issuance of a 50-year license 
to the San Joaquin Light & Power 
Corp. for a constructed hydro-electric 
project on the North Fork of the San 
Joaquin River in Madera County, Calli- 
fornia, having five power houses with 
an aggregate installed capacity of 
39,300 hp. 


TVA Rates in Effect 


TVA rates went into effect in Clarks- 
ille, Tenn., last week following the 
completed purchase of the properties 
of the Kentucky-Tennessee Light & 
Power Company. The utility received 
$170,000 for the electric properties. 
The city is paying TVA for the power 
furnished by the utility. Kentucky- 
Tennessee Light & Power bills the TVA 
for the power through an agreement in 
the purchase contract whereby either 
TVA or the utility supplies power to 
the other as the occasion might de- 
mand. 
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Charges TVA Rates 


“Fraud” on Country 


Charges that the yardstick power 
rates of the TVA were a “brazen fraud” 
on the taxpayer, the consumer and the 
investor were made by Senator Bridges 
of New Hampshire, in the January 
issue of Investor America. 

Senator Bridges asserted that the 
Congressional investigation of the 
TVA, although “bent on ‘whitewashing’ 
the pet project of the New Deal,” had 
confirmed “widely held suspicions.” 

He said that the inquiry has shown 
among other things that: 


1. TVA bookkeeping methods were “lax, 
incompetent, deceptive” and designed to 
“conceal rather than reveal” the authority’s 
fiscal condition. 

2. TVA had “dishonestly” contended that 
the experiment was a “bona fide flood con- 
trol and navigation project, and not pri- 
marily an adven: ‘> socialism via the 
back door of | federal sales and distribu- 
tion of power.” 

3. TVA was attempting to force private 
utilities to sell their plants at TVA terms 
by erecting competitive transmission lines. 
In this, he said, TVA was “holding hands 
under the table” with PWA, another 
branch of the Federal Government. He 
added that a major portion of PWA’s 
activity for “endowed municipal owner- 
ship” of electric plants was concentrated 
in the TVA area. 

4. Instead of being a “bankable proposi- 
tion, as its officers have claimed,” TVA 
will lose $10,000,000 annually on its power 
operations. 

5. TVA has violated the law by failing 
to observe the “general code” in relation 
to annual audits by the General Account- 
ing Office; failing to follow the uniform 
system of accounting established by the 
Federal Power Commission; failing to es- 
tablish headquarters at Muscle Shoals, 
Ala.; ignoring a congressional requirement 
that it submit an allocation of costs, and 
neglecting to maintain its nitrate plants in 
“standby” condition as required by law. 

6. The authority had been profligate” 
with public funds, careless, inefficient, theo- 
retical, impractical, dictatorial and a 

“hopeless misfit for the task before it.” 


Predicts Business Upswing 


J. G. Holtzclaw, president of Vir- 
ginia Electric & Power, stated that 
“despite predictions to the contrary, 
1938 proved to be about equal to 1937 
in general business lines.” He _ pre- 
dicted that the upswing in _ business 
during the last six months of 1938 
would be continued, and probably im- 
proved in the Virginia section. 


Plan Grand Coulee Work 


Negotiations are in progress between 
the Commissioner of Reclamation and 
the contractors at the Grand Coulee 
Dam looking to the installation of heat- 
ing equipment that will allow the work 
to continue throughout the winter. 
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Every effort is being made to com- 
plete the dam by 1940 and start power 
generation by 1941. 


Tenney Service Group Holds 
Meeting at Engineers Club 


Those present at the recent gathering 
at the Boston Engineers Club of thirty- 
seven officers and staff members for- 
merly or now associated with Col. 
Charles H. Tenney in utility manage- 
ment in the Northeast and shown in 
the picture on page 13 in the double 
page of pictures are: 


Front row 1. to r—J. ‘T. Day, Malden; 
G. A. Rust, Boston; A. D. Matarese, Brock- 
ton; V. M. F. Tallman, Boston; C. G. 
Young, Springfield, Mass. 

Second row—S. Fred Smith, Salem; 
G. H. Priest, Brockton; W. H. Bradley, 
Springfield; C. A. Turner, Concord, N. H.; 
A. B. Tenney and D. E. Manson, Boston; 
C. F. Chisholm, Revere. 

Third row—C. B. Hodgson, Beverly; 
M. F. Clement, Middletown, N. Y.; Wil- 
liam Coffin and W. E. Brown, Gloucester; 
Cyrus Barnes and John West, Boston; 
C. A. Mayo, Salem; L. J. Chase, Concord. 

Fourth row—R. C. Tenney and E. A. 
Bradley, Boston; G. W. Hurn, Haverhill; 
J. L. Tudbury, Salem; C. A. William, 
H. P. Allen and F. L. Ball, Boston; H. C. 
Hitchcock, Malden; F. L. Lovett, Nyack, 
Me: 

Fifth row—C. N. Alexander, I. S. Hall, 
and F. S. Clifford, Boston; C. A. Caldwell, 
Exeter, N. H.; A. G. Neal, Fitchburg; 
A. F. Gardella, Revere; R. E. Brown, 
Concord, N. H.; R. F. Burnett, Fall River, 
Mass. 


eelings 


American 
meeting, 


Engineering Council — Annual 

Hotel Mayflower, Washington, 
D. C., January 12-14. Frederick M. 
Feiker, executive secretary, 744 Jackson 
Place, Washington, D. C 


Canadian Electrical Association—Mid-Win- 
ter Conference, Windsor Hotel, Montreal, 
January 16-17. B.C. Fairchild, secretary, 
804 Tramways Bldg., Montreal, Que. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers 
—Winter convention, New York, N. Y.. 
January 22-27. H. H. Henline, national 
ees: 33 West 39th Street, New York, 

American Society of Heating and Ventilat- 
ing Engineers — Annual meeting, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., January 23-26. A. V. Hutch- 
— secretary, 51 Madison Avenue, New 

ork, } 


Public Utilities Advertising Association — 
Western regional conference, Kansas City, 
Mo., January 31. 

National Electrical Manufacturers Associa- 
tion—Mid-Winter conference, Waldorf- 
aug Hotel, New York, February 5-11. 

J. Donald, managing director, 155 
East 44th St., New York, N. Y. 

Louisiana Engineering Society — Annual 
meeting, St. Charles Hotel, New Orleans, 
La., February 23-25. A. M. Hill, secre- 
tary-treasurer, St. Charles Hotel. 

Southeastern Electric Exchange — Annual 
conference, Ponce de Leon Hotel, St. 
Augustine, Fla., March 30-April 1. J. WwW 
Talley, executive secretary, 308 aa 
Howell Bldg., Atlanta, G. 








View Designs at Meet 
on Fuel Engineering 


More than 326 fuel and power engi- 
neers, industrial executives, purchasing 
agents, researchers, coal company repre- 
sentatives and railroad coal traffic men 
attended the series of fuel engineering 
conferences of Appalachian Coals, Inc., 
held recently in Kalamazoo, Mich. 
There were 135 superintendents of 
power and maintenance, plant and 
works engineers. 

Prof. H. L. Solberg, Purdue Uni- 
versity, presented a study of the per- 
formance of small steam plants. The 
study showed the performance of many 
small plants throughout the Middle 
West. 

In discussing reported statements 
that “small Diesel engines are as effi- 
cient as large ones,” Professor Solberg 
said that data indicate that on the basis 
of net plant output the thermal effi- 
ciency decreases rapidly with decreas- 
ing size in plants of less than 1,000 hp. 
capacity. He added that “the curves 
would indicate that where rates for 
purchased power are favorable, it is 
difficult to justify these small Diesel 
plants.” 

Professor Solberg stated that an ex- 
amination of industrial power plants 
“will show that a large percentage of 
them have combined power and heating 
or steam process loads. A boiler plant 
being necessary, even with purchased 
power, the smallest of steam plants can 
generate steam more cheaply than it 
can be purchased if good balance exists 
between power and low-pressure steam 
requirements.” 

E. G. Bailey, vice-president of Bab- 
cock & Willcox, illustrated with colored 
motion pictures the fusing and tempera- 
tures of various kinds of coal ash and 
slag and their significance with re- 
spect to furnace temperatures, opera- 
tion and design. After suggesting a 
method of comparing furnace operating 
results, Mr. Bailey suggested that fur- 
ther studies be made to enable furnaces 
to be designed which will permit wider 
latitude in the selection of fuel. 


Will Hold Rural Conference 


One hundred rural electrification ex- 
perts, farmers and manufacturers are 
expected to attend the eleventh annual 
Rural Electric Conference to be held 
at the University of California Janu- 
ary 9-11, according to J. F. Tavernetti 
of the division of agricultural engi- 
neering, who is in charge of arrange- 
ments. On the evening of the first day 
the annual dinner will be held, with 
George Tenney, editor of Electrical 
West, acting as toastmaster. 
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Gentlemen! 





Your increasing demands for L-M Distribution Transformers have made it necessary for us to greatly 
increase our production capacity. L-M Transformers are now being built in the large, modern L-M 
Transformer Plant at Zanesville, Ohio. This new plant, devoted exclusively to the manufacture of 
L-M Transformers, is centrally located to insure rapid shipment, either direct to you, or to the 
L-M Warehouses throughout the nation. Because it is your ready acceptance of, and your constantly 
increasing demand for L-M Transformers that make this modern L-M Transformer Plant necessary. 


we again say “Thank You!”” Line MarertaL Company, Main Offices, South Milwaukee. Wisconsin. 
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NEW KITCHEN Boston 


Edison recently opened this 


modernized auditorium 

































kitchen for demonstrations. 
L. to r.—Adelaide Fellows, 
Nela Park; Thomas Carens, 
vice-president; Julius Dan- 
iels, general sales manager: 
Emma Maurice Tighe, home 
service director, of Boston 
Edison, and Edwina Nolan, 
manager home service see- 


tion, Nela Park 


WINNERS -F. W. McChes- 
ney, General’ Electric, pre- 
senting prizes of $100 to 
A. L. Lane (left) and $50 
to W. B. Hurley (center), 
both of Detroit Edison, for 
best papers in the G.E. in- 
dustrial heating contest 


SWITCHING STATION. Buffalo \ UN 
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MORE POWER 
Great Lakes Power 
Co. ended its see- 
ond stage of de- 
velopment of the 
Montreal River. 
Ontario. Canada. 
when it put’ into 
operation last week 
the Lower Falls 
plant of 9,000 kva.. 
200-ft. head 


a recent get-together 37 
members formerly or now 
Col. Charles H. Tenney in 
nent in the Northeast met 
s Club in Boston to renew 
he wegis of the Tenney Serv- 
. The “T.S.A.” was or- 


and is still a vehicle for dis- 


nistrative matters among the 


¢ properties identified with 


t. (For names see page 10) 


LIGHTING Mil. 
ton, Mass., has com- 
pleted its new street- 
lighting installation 
in the Brook Road 
district. As a_ start 
eleven 600-ep. mul 
tiple lamps have 
been installed. The 
units are 150 ft. 
apart) on staggered 
spacing. mounted at 
20 ft. height on 6-ft. 
mast arms and 
equipped with re- 
flector-refractor light 


diffusers 





ABLES as well as letter carriers have to 

contend with the weather. In the test- 
ing process shown here, you see Anaconda 
cables undergoing an accelerated version of 
the abuses they get when strung along high- 
ways, through trees, and exposed to the ac- 
tion of wind and rain. 

With the help of a motor, the vertical 
lengths of cable are agitated back and forth 
against a horizontal bar, while the “rain” 
drips down from a water supply above. 

After months of this treatment, we can 
better judge what may be expected when 
cables are abused, year after year, in actual 
service. Results of this ‘speeded-up” test enable 
us to build into our cables greater endurance 
and greater resistance to abrasive action. 

This test is but one of many by which Ana- 
conda engineers seek to learn and overcome 
the causes of cable failure. The benefits of this 
research are being passed on to the industry 


in the form of more enduring constructions. 


PUT YOUR PROBLEM 

UP TO ANACONDA 
We invite you to try these modern, improved 
cables. Our engineering department is at your 


service— put your problem up to Anaconda. 
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Anacon DA 


‘Wind and rain”’ testing of Anaconda cable at Hastings-on 
Hudson plant. This test simulates actual weather conditions 








Holiday Brings 
Usual Output Sag 


After rising to a record-breaking peak 
in the week before Christmas, the out- 
put of energy by the electric light and 
power industry registered the usual 
holiday sag by dropping to 2,120,555,- 
000 kw.-hr. in the week ended De- 
cember 31, as reported by the Edison 
Electric Institute. This output was 6.1 
per cent more than in the most nearly 
comparable week in 1937 and 1.9 per 
cent above 1936, the year of highest 
previous December operations. 


Per Cent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 
——————— 
Dec. 31 Dec. 24 Dec. 1 








7 
New England....... bos +11.8 
Middle Atlantic....... Data Data + 6.0 
Central Industrial... .. not not + 5.2 
West Central......... com- com- + 0.9 
Southern States....... par- par- + 2.7 
Rocky Mountain...... able able + 6.7 
ME Puwasvecss cess + 8.8 
United States..... + 6.1 +13.3 + 5.9 
Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 
1938 1937 1936 
Dec. 31.2,121 J. 1,'38..1,998 Dec. 26. .2,081 
Dec. 24.2,363 Dec. 25..2,085 Dec. 19..2,275 
Dec. 17.2,333 Dec. 18..2,202 Dec. 12..2,278 
Dec. 10.2,319 Dec. 11..2,196 Dec. 5..2,244 
2,286 Dec. 4..2,153 Nov. 28..2,134 
Nov. 26.2,184 Nov. 27..2,065 Nov. 21..2,196 


Memphis to Reopen Talks 
to Purchase Utility System 


Negotiations looking toward the pur- 
chase of the utility facilities of Mem- 
phis Power & Light by the city are to 
be resumed. Some months ago the 
utility accepted the bid of the city of 
$13,500,000 for the only electric facili- 
ties. Later the City Commission made 
a counter offer of $17,385,000 for both 
the gas and electric systems of the 
utility, which was rejected. Leading 
civic leaders have been striving to heal 
the breach and bring about a harmoni- 
ous settlement of the differences. 


Court Dismisses Injunction 
Case Against Texas Power 


Judge Raymond Gray has dismissed 
in District Court at Burnett, Tex., pro- 
ceedings in an injunction case restrain- 
ing the Texas Power & Light Co. from 
Opposing municipal power projects in 
town elections. The motion for dismissal 
was presented by Attorney-General Wil- 
liam McGraw. Judge Raymond had 
granted a temporary injunction against 
the power company in September. The 
Attorney-General requested the dismis- 
sal of the suit because the injunction 
had served its purpose. 

More than twenty towns in central 
Texas have held elections voting bonds 
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In making these comparisons, how- 
ever, it should be noted that the holiday 
this year was celebrated on Monday and 


to purchase municipal distribution sys- 
tems in anticipation of purchasing 
power from the Lower Colorado River 
Authority’s plants at dams along the 
stream. 

e 


Plan Raker Act Vote 


A special election on the proposal to 
issue $55,000,000 of revenue bonds for 
the purchase of the San Francisco 
electric distribution system of Pacific 
Gas & Electric may be held by the 
voters in January. 

The special election has been urged 
by City Attorney J. J. O’Toole after a 
conference with Mayor Angelo J. 
Rossi, in view of the federal court’s 
January 27 deadline for the city to 
show evidence of good faith in com- 
plying with the Raker Act. 


Power Sales Group to Meet 


The power sales committee of the 
Wisconsin Utilities Association, headed 
by J. D. Howard, Wisconsin Power & 
Light, plans to conduct a series of con- 
ferences this year designed to develop 
new profit revenue for all companies, 
meet the competitive propaganda situ- 
ation, and improve relations with cus- 
tomers. The program will be built 
upon discussions conducted by com- 
mittee members. 


MA M J 
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thus absorbed a full working day; in 
1937 it fell on a Saturday, and in 1936 
on a Friday, with a three-day week-end. 





Alabama City Rejects 
Birmingham Utility Plan 


Tarrant City, Ala., has repeated its 
rejection of the proposals by the Birm- 
ingham Electric Co. that the munici- 
pality abandon work on a city-owned 
electric power distribution system in 
return for lower rates on power now 
being supplied the city by the utility. 

J. S. Pevear, president of the utility, 
has reiterated the intention of the com- 
pany to continue to operate in Tarrant, 
regardless of competition. The City 
Council estimates that the publicly 
owned system would return the city 
$39,000 annually. 


Seeks Power Deal Approval 


FPC has announced receipt of an 
application for authority to sell all of 
the operating facilities of the Orange 
and Rockland Electric Co. of New Jer- 
sey except a small amount of property 
in Vernon Township, Sussex County, 
N. J., to the Rockland Electric Co. for 
a cash consideration of $255,877, to be 
adjusted at the date of settlement with 
respect to taxes and other items. Con- 
summation of the transaction will result 
in an annual saving to Orange and 
Rockland company customers of $3,300 
through rate reductions, the applica- 
tion stated. 
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Cutler-Hammer Appoints 
EK. W. Seeger Chief Engineer 


E. W. Seeger has been promoted to 
the position of chief engineer of Cutler- 
Hammer, Inc., Milwaukee, and P. B. 
Harwoop to that of assistant chief en- 





gineer. 


Prior to their advancements. 
Mr. Seeger was assistant chief engineer 
and Mr. Harwood general engineering 
supervisor. 

Mr. Seeger became associated with 
Cutler-Hammer in 1913. During the 
ensuing fifteen years he had consider- 
able experience in shop and engineer- 
ing departments, becoming assistant 
chief engineer in 1928, a position which 
he has held to the present time. He is a 
fellow of the A.LE.E. and was chair- 
man of the Milwaukee section in 1929, 
is a member of the codes and standards 
committee of the National Electrical 
Manufacturers’ Association, a member 
of the Engineers’ Society of Milwaukee 
and is the author of several articles on 
the control of electric motors and holds 
a large number of patents on electric 
motor control inventions. 

Mr. Harwood became identified with 
Cutler-Hammer in 1917. He spent sev- 
eral years as designing engineer in the 
engineering department. In 1923 he was 
made supervisor of the steel mill con- 
trol division and in 1928 was promoted 
to general supervisor of the engineering 
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department. From 1934 to 1936 he wes 
assigned to the development of propul- 
sion control for submarines. A member 
of the A.I.E.E., Mr. Harwood is the 
author of a book “Control of Electric 
Motors” and has to his credit an im- 
pressive list of inventions. 


Pi Tau Sigma Honors 
W. E. Johnson of G. E. 


Wilfrid E. Johnson, design engineer 
of the General Electric Company. was 
presented with the newly established 
gold medal award for outstanding 
achievement by Pi Tau Sigma, national 
honorary engineering fraternity, at 
“Honors Night” of the American So- 
ciety of Mechanical Engineers, which 
convened in New York recently. 

Mr. Johnson, a 1930 Oregon State 
College graduate, was selected from 
hundreds of candidates proposed by 
engineering schools, local section of the 
A.S.M.E. and Pi Tau Sigma members 
to receive the award which was pre- 
sented for the first time this year. 

Continuously associated with General 
Electric for the past eight years, Mr. 
Johnson is now employed on the design 
of compressor units for electric re- 





frigerators at the 
Wayne, Ind., plant. He has published 
several technical papers and has been 
granted six patents. 


company’s’ Fort 
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W. H. Hodge Opens Offices 
As Utility Consultant 


William H. Hodge, “Bill” to his 
many friends in the electrical industry, 
who is establishing a practice as a con- 
sultant and adviser en public utility 





advertising and commercial affairs, has 
had 29 years experience with the Pub- 
lic Utility Engineering & Service Corp. 
and its predecessor, Byllesby Engineer- 
ing & Management Corp. He resigned 
on December 31. His activities, cover- 
ing all aspects of utility publicity, load 
building and merchandising, have 
given him the background which will 
be most useful to him in his new under- 
taking. 

Mr. Hodge has established offices in 
the Civic Opera Building, Chicago. 


> Harry E. THompson, formerly elec- 
trical engineer in charge of rubber in- 
sulation development and research at 
the Pawtucket plant of Anaconda Wire 
& Cable Co., has recently been trans- 
ferred to the engineering headquarters 
of the company at Hastings-on-Hudson, 
N. Y. Mr. Thompson has been active 
in engineering association work, being 
a member of the executive commiltee 
of both the Rhode Island Rubber Club 
and the Providence section of the 
A.LE.E. He also holds several member- 


ships on committees of the National 
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Electrical Manufacturers Association 
and the American Society for Testing 
Materials. His new connection will 
broaden the scope of his duties with 
the Anaconda company. 


General Electric Names New 
Commercial Vice-Presidents 


Following the recent meeting of the 
board of directors of the General Elec- 
tric Co. President Gerard Swope an- 
nounced the appointment of three new 
commercial vice-presidents. 

Those appointed are R. M. Alvord, 
district manager of the Pacific District, 
with headquarters in San Francisco; 
John E. N. Hume, manager of the in- 
dustrial department, with headquarters 
at Schenectady; A. S. Moody, district 
manager of the Northwestern District, 
with headquarters at Portland, Ore. 


> W. F. Warxins has been elected 
president of the Electrical Manufac- 
turers’ Association of Atlanta, Ga. 


> Ricnarp D. Grant of the Massachu- 
setts Department of Public Utilities 
has been appointed a member of the 
rural electrification committee of the 
National Association of Railroad and 
Public Utilities Commissioners, suc- 
ceeding Leo H. Leary, former Bay 
State commissioner. 


PCHARLES FAssINcGEeR, SR., vice-presi- 
dent Oliver Iron & Steel Corp., has re- 
signed. Mr. Fassinger started with the 
corporation in 1895, working up 
through the manufacturing  depart- 
ments to the general managership of 
the plant, and early in 1938 was elected 
vice-president in charge of development 
and research. 


> Orro B. Hottey, chief consulting 
engineer of the Michigan Northern 
Power Co. for several years, has been 
appointed superintendent of the com- 
pany’s plant at Sault Ste. Marie. Stan- 
ley L. Slater was made assistant super- 
intendent at the same time. Mr. Holley 
was graduated from Michigan State 
College in 1912 and has been with the 
power company since that year. Mr. 
Slater was graduated from Michigan 
State in 1932. 


>C. H. Guerrroy, for many years 
associated with Pacific Power & Light 
Co. and Portland Gas & Coke Co., 
Portland, Ore., and lately assistant to 
the president of the latter company, 
has recently been appointed assistant 
to the president of Pacific Power & 
Light Co. in addition to his former 
work. In this position he succeeds E. F. 
Pearson, who has been appointed assist- 
ant to the president of Northwestern 
Electric Co., Portland. 
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Promotions Announced 


by Consolidated Edison 


Consolidated Edison Co. of New 
York has announced the appointment 
of H. R. Searing as engineer of opera- 
tion. He has been serving as assistant 
engineer of that division, which is 
responsible for production, 


system 





Consolidated Edison 
H. R. Searing 





Consolidated Edison 
L. B. Bonnett 





Consolidated Edison 


G. L. Knight 


operation of generating plants and sub- 
stations and for all distribution opera- 


tion, including apparatus, services, 
meters and consumers’ emergency 


service. 

L. B. Bonnett has been appointed 
engineer of design and planning. He 
has been serving as assistant engineer 
of that division, which is responsible 
for all designing and planning of elec- 
trical work, inside and outside plants, 
mechanical engineering, system plan- 
ning and continuing inventory of inside 
and outside plant, miscellaneous equip- 
ment and evaluation. 

G. L. Knight was appointed engineer 
of construction and shops, of which di- 
vision he has been assistant engineer. 
Mr. Knight is a vice-president of Brook- 
lyn Edison Co., Inc., in addition to his 
position with Consolidated Edison. 


> James W. Parker, vice-president of 
the Detroit Edison Company, was 
elected a vice-president of the Amer- 
ican Society of Mechanical Engineers 
at the recent meeting in New York. 


> Arcn Rosison was recently ap- 
pointed city manager of Celina, Ohio, 
in which position he is in direct charge 
of the city-owned electric and water 
utilities and various other departments 
of the municipality. For the nine years 
previous to his resignation some months 
ago Mr. Robison was vice-president and 
general manager of Central Ohio Light 
& Power Co. with headquarters at 
Findlay, Ohio. Prior to this connection 
he was with the U.G.I. Contracting Co.., 
and for a number of years with the 
J. G. White Engineering Corp. 


OBITUARY 


> BENJAMIN WHITELEY, who retired as 
a vice-president and treasurer of the 
Consolidated Gas Co. of New York in 
1929, died in Baltimore, Md., December 
18. Born in Baltimore 78 years ago, 
Mr. Whiteley returned there when he 
retired. Mr. Whiteley had also served 
as a vice-president of United Electric 
Light & Power Co., one of the New 
York Edison companies. 


>C. B. Hawtey, pioneer electrical 
figure in the Rocky Mountain region, 
died suddenly December 18 at his home 
in Salt Lake City, Utah. He had just 
been appointed Salt Lake district man- 
ager of the Westinghouse Electric Sup- 
ply Corp. Born in Salt Lake City 67 
years ago, Mr. Hawley was one of the 
organizers of the Intermountain Elec- 
tric Co., which Westinghouse Supply 
purchased some years ago. He was a 
past-chairman of the Pacific Division, 
National Electrical Wholesalers As- 
sociation. 
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Robertson Sees Gain 
in Business in 1939 


In a New Year greeting to 40,000 em- 
ployees A. W. Robertson, chairman of 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufactur- 
ing Co., said that even though 1938 was 
a depression year, the company had 
been able to make “a reasonable profit 
—all things considered.” 

Mr. Robertson said that “we antici- 
pate business will be better in 1939 
than it was in 1938 and that will mean 
work for all of us.” 

It was pointed out by Mr. Robert- 
son that “we seem to be emerging from 
the second depression in seven years. 
We certainly hope seven years of con- 
tinuous prosperity are before us, as we 
have all had enough of depression.” 
He said that during 1938 the company 
earned a small dividend for the stock- 
holders and, in addition, enough to sup- 
port more than 1,300 retired employees 
“who must look to us for their liveli- 
hood as long as they live.” 


November Vacuum Cleaner 


Sales Advance Over 1937 


Household electrical vacuum cleaner 
sales in November nosed past the same 
month in the preceding year for the 
first time since August, 1937, totaling 
119,506, compared to 118,780 in No- 
vember, 1937, and 119,805 in October, 
1938, according to an industry report 
issued by C. G. Frantz, executive secre- 
tary of the Vacuum Cleaner Manufac- 
turers’ Association. Sales for the eleven 
months this year were 1,179,720, a de- 
crease of 26 per cent from the same 
period in 1937. 


Paris Board Lets Contract 


Contract for $33,385 of electric ma- 
terials and supplies for rehabilitation 
of the Paris, Tenn., electric system has 
been awarded to the Westinghouse 
Electric Supply Co. by the Board of 
Public Utilities. The contract covers 
poles, voltage regulators, meters, wires, 
and other items necessary to rebuild 
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the system. Last week Mayor Treva- 
than “threw” a switch which sent TVA 
power over transmission lines to Paris 
and 27 other communities in West Ten- 
nessee until recently served by the Ken- 
tucky-Tennessee Light & Power Co. 


Manufacturers Make 
Sales Assignments 


Electrical manufacturing companies 
have recently announced the following 
appointments to their sales staffs: 


Illinois Electric Porcelain Co. has ap- 
pointed V. G. Christiansen Sales Co., 
Omaha, Neb., agent for sale of dry process 
porcelain in the states of [owa and Ne- 
braska. 

Paragon Electric Co., Chicago, reports 
that the increase in business in the Middle 
West has made it necessary to divide the 
Missouri Valley territory in order to get a 
more intensive sales coverage. Iowa, Ne- 
braska and South Dakota will be covered 
by Conrad R. Bangh, Omaha, and western 
Missouri and Kansas will be in charge of 
Thos. Moore, Kansas City, Mo. 

Mueller Electric Co., Cleveland, has an- 
nounced the appointment of the L. B. Put- 
nam Co. of Denver, Colo., as exclusive 
representatives for the states of Montana, 
Wyoming, Colorado, Idaho and Utah. 

Allen-Bradley Co., Milwaukee, has 
opened a sales office in Rockford, IIl., in 
order better to serve the Rockford and 
adjacent Tri-Cities territory. H. L. O’Don- 
nell, formerly of the Chicago office, has 
been placed in charge. 


Award Second Unit Contract 


Contract for the second unit of the 
new municipal power plant at Canton, 
Miss., has been awarded to the Rich- 
ardson Trading Company of Blossburg, 
Ala., on a bid of $235,818. The Rust 
Engineering Co. of Birmingham, Ala., 
won the contract for the first unit. 


Let City Plant Contract 


Contract for the new municipal elec- 
tric plant to be built at Clinton, Mich., 
with the aid of a PWA grant has been 
awarded to the North Moller Co., 
Jackson, Mich., which will construct 
the building and the engine bases for 
$23,889. 


AND MARKETS 





Washer Shipments 
Increase in 1938 


Household washer shipments in No- 
vember showed an increase over the 
similar month of 1937 for the first time 
since June, 1937, according to industry 
totals reported by J. R. Bohnen, execu- 
tive secretary of the American Washer 
and Ironer Manufacturers’ Association. 
November’s total was 84,192, an in- 
crease of 11.63 per cent over November, 
1937. Shipments in the eleven months 
were 1,070,112, a decrease of 32.54 per 
cent from the industry total for the 
similar period in 1937. 

November ironer shipments were 
8,226, compared to 9,548 in November, 
1937, and 10,523 in October, 1938. 

“The industry,” said Mr. Bohnen, 
“expects continued stimulation of trade 
to result from its first annual National 
Washer and Ironer Show, which will be 
held in Chicago this month. . . .” 


Infra-Red Industrial 
Heating Firm Started 


Following upon the successful appli- 
cation of infra-red radiation for indus- 
trial heating by the Ford Motor Co. 
and the resulting wide interest in the 
method which has flooded the devel- 
opers with inquiries, the Infra-Red Ray 
Devices Co., Detroit, has been formed. 
This company is prepared to furnish 
information on the uses to which this 
form of electric heating has been and 
may be put and to supply lamps, re- 
flectors and associated equipment. 


Sees Toastmaster Gains 


Sales of Toastmaster Products, divi- 
sion of McGraw Electric, established a 
new all-time record this year, according 
to K. C. Gifford, general sales manager. 
This marks the fifth successive year 
that sales have topped the preceding 
one. Mr. Gifford said that 1939 plans 
call for a continuance of the extensive 
advertising program and the same 
dealer policy. 
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Electrical Exports Total 
$7,948,000 for November 


Exports of electrical machinery and 
apparatus during November amounted 
to $7,948,000, as compared with 
$9,190,000 in October and $9,173,000 
in November a year ago, according to 
the Department of Commerce. For the 
first eleven months such exports totaled 
$92,274,000, as against $102,800,000 in 
the same period last year. 

Exports of household refrigerators 
during November totaled 8,235 units 
valued at $699,000, against 12,752 units 
valued at $974,000 in October and 
9,337 units valued at $758,000 in No- 
vember last year. For the first eleven 
months these exports were 132,802 units 
valued at $10,136,000, compared with 
158,535 units valued at $11,968,000 in 
the corresponding period a year ago. 


cs 
Outlook Good in Canada 


The outlook for electrical business 
in Canada during the new year ap- 
pears favorable, according to D. C. 
Durland, president of Canadian Gen- 
eral Electric Co. Mr. Durland stated 
that the past year of unsettled world 
conditions has served to emphasize the 
comparative stability of the Canadian 
economy. He added that resistance to 
the adverse external influences has 
been well sustained. 


e 
Line Material Pays Bonus 


Line Material Co. again paid its 
employees a bonus, with some 800 in 
both shop and office participating. Em- 
ployees with less than six months’ serv- 
ice received a half-day’s pay, while 
those with the organization for fifteen 
years or more were made the recipients 
of two weeks’ pay. 


Manufacturers’ Sales Gain 


Manufacturers’ sales of electrical 
machinery, apparatus and_ supplies 
during November, as reported by 96 
firms, amounted to $24,713,000, a gain 
of 0.2 per cent over the previous 
month and a decrease of 1.9 per cent 
from November a year ago, according 
to the Department of Commerce. 





New York Metal Prices 
Jan. 4, 1939 Dec. 27, 1938 


Cents per Cents 
Pound foual 

Copper electrolvtic.... 11.25* 11.25° 
dAm.S8.&R. price. 4.85 4.85 
Antimony............ 11.75 11.25 
Nickel ingot: ......... 35.00 35.00 
MIG CUR deiceiccece vs 4. 4.89 
J . =eeopeep 46.40 46.25 
Aluminum, 99 percent. 20.00 20.00 


* Delivered Connecticut Valley. 


ee 
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Field Reports on Business 


The electrical utilities enter the new year with the hope that the new Congress 
will eliminate many of the obstacles which have held back expansion programs. 
Many industrial leaders see expanding trade as the upswing of the past six 


months continues. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Factory modernization in the shoe in- 
dustry is quite active. Recently the R. P. 
Hazard Co., Augusta, Maine, installed 30 
motors, which, with wiring, supplies, 
control equipment and _ new shafting, 
amounted. to $7,580, according to the 
Power Transmission Council. Plans are 
under consideration for changes in sev- 
eral other shoe plants in this area along 
similar lines which will involve an en- 
couraging volume of industrial equipment. 

Recent installations of air-conditioning 
service in two prominent New England 
department stores utilized electrical ap- 
paratus amounting to about $40,000; in- 
quiries are very active for small portable 
air-conditioning units. Water supply and 
sewage pumps are receiving attention. 

The Fall River Electric Light Co. is 
planning to install 2,040 feet of No. 6 
stranded lead-covered cable across the 
Brightman Street Bridge, Fall River. An 
electrical wiring contract involving $16,900 
for a new school at Montpelier, Vt. has been 
awarded to the Hixon Electric Co., South 
Boston. Taunton is buying 25-yr. cable. 

Retail trade during the holiday period 
in this district surpassed the 1937 volume 
by about 10 per cent, according to some 
estimates. Minor electrical appliance sales 
were heavy; range sales in Vermont ad- 
vanced during the past week, and launder- 
ing equipment sold well in the greater 
Boston area. 

New England Power System’s primary 
production has increased from 12 to 24 
per cent since November 1 over a year 
ago. 


CHICAGO 


Most lines of business in this area 
ended the year, with activity standing 
at the highest level of any time during 
1938. With business steadily gaining 
momentum through the last quarter, the 
feeling of confidence regarding the im- 
mediate outlook has grown stronger. 
While further tapering off was reported 
in orders and production in quite a 
number of lines, activity in general re- 
flected satisfactory resistance to down- 
ward seasonal influence to create a favor- 
able impression of conditions. Employ- 
ment and payrolls are still on the upgrade, 
and with a favorable inventory situation 
it is expected production will increase 
rapidly during the first part of the year. 
Manufacturers report continued improve- 
ment in the number of inquiries received. 
There is sufficient evidence to believe that 
railroad equipment buying will be mate- 
rially extended. This and the increasing 
rate of automobile production indicate an 
upward trend in steel activity for several 
months to come, at least. 

Holiday trade volume exceeded that of 
1937 by a slight margin. Electrical mer- 
chandise made an excellent showing, the 
demand for several items exceeding the 
supply. Orders for industrial equipment 
climbed steadily in December to substan- 
tially reduce the margin of decline from 
a year ago. Sales of commercial and in- 





Spring activity in the heavy industries is expected to be 
reflected in greater volume in other lines. 


dustrial lighting equipment are on the 
upgrade, showing a moderate gain over 
the previous month. Control apparatus and 
pole line equipment are moving in good 
volume. 


NEW YORK 


Entering the new year, business is look- 
ing to Washington and the new Congress 
to effect the needed changes to encourage 
expanding activity. Reports from Wash- 
ington indicate that the new Congress 
also is looking to business to make specific 
the changes desired as well as the assur- 
ance of what will be done should the 
recommended changes be made. 

As far as the utilities are concerned, 
many important situations are still mud- 
dled. Most important is the future federal 
power policy and the PWA loans and 
grants. At present efforts are being made 
to perfect integration plans. Large-scale 
financing is necessary and to be successful 
investor confidence must be restored, it is 
conceded. 

Construction budgets of the utilities for 
the year have been kept to a minimum 
of requirements, but are likely to be ex- 
panded greatly should a brighter outlook 
for the industry present itself. Electrical 
manufacturers believe that business will 
be better not only for heavy equipment 
but for home electrical appliances. Many 
sales drives are being planned to awaken 
consumer demand. 

From a national point of view, indus- 
trial leaders believe that the upswing in 
business, which got under way six months 
ago, will carry through to higher levels. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Despite more individual sales and greater 
business, this season’s reports available 
indicate that dollar volume will be about 
10 per cent less, owing largely to de- 
creased prices and dumped merchandise. 
A banner 1939, however, is predicted 
throughout the eleven western states be- 
cause of approaching completion and early 
operation of such plants as Bonneville, 
Grand Coulee and Seminoe, $20,000,000 
having been spent on the latter alone. 

Many bid awards are scheduled for 
January, including such machinery as 
1,200-amp., 287.5-kva. circuit breakers, 
55,000-kva. transformers, arresters, and 
switches for Boulder; four generators, 
75,000 kva., for Shasta power plant of 
Central Valley project, and disconnect 
switches for Bonneville substations, be- 
sides hardware and line wire for 18-mile 
11,000-volt line in Oregon, 1,250,000 feet, 
250,000-circ. mil copper conductor, dead- 
ends and connectors for 115-kva. Bonne- 
ville line between Salem and Eugene, 
Ore., these last indicating the rate of 
progress toward completion of the low 
bid for Bonneville power house, includ- 
ing installation of four imbedded turbine 
foundations. Two basic regional industries, 
railroads and shipbuilding, whose buying 
has been subnormal for several years are 
expected to show much improvement soon. 
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Stocks and Bonds Gain in Week 
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Electric utility stocks and bonds turned in encouraging performances on Tuesday last, 
both reporting gains. For the week the “Electrical World” stock index rose 1.1 point 
to 29.7 (index a year ago, 26.8), while the bond index was up 0.3 point to 103.1 


se ” - 
Suit Stops Dividend 
eye 

Payment by Utility 

Edward L. Shutts, president of the 
Iowa Southern Utilities Co., announced 
to the company’s stockholders that be- 
cause of the commencement of a suit 
in the Keokuk County, Iowa, District 
Court against the company by two 
stockholders owing an aggregate of 
134 shares of former cumulative pre- 
ferred stock, the December 15 payment 
on account of dividend arrears could 
not be made notwithstanding the fact 
that more than sufficient funds are on 
hand to make such payment. 


“In this suit,” he said, “despite the 


fact that the company was not given 
notice or an opportunity to present ob- 
jections. a temporary receiver was ap- 
pointed by the state court. The com- 
pany has petitioned for the removal of 
this suit to Federal District court and 
has applied for an order terminating 
the receivership. No charge or claim 
of insolvency has been made. ... In 
general, the purpose of the suit is to 
set aside the recent reclassification of 


stock.” 
& 


Appellate Court Upholds 
Edison Capital Changes 


Commonwealth Edison Co. gave 
stockholders adequate information re- 
garding power contract litigation in 
connection with holding of the meeting 
at which the recent financing was 
authorized, the Illinois Court of Ap- 
peals has ruled in affirming the ruling 
of the Superior Court against two 
shareholders who sought to prevent the 
capital realignment program. 

The litigation referred to covered the 
interchange of electric energy be- 
tween Commonwealth Edison and Pub- 
lic Service Co. of Northern Illinois, a 
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suit seeking to set aside the contract 
filed in December, 1933, and asking 
recovery for Edison of a substantial 
portion of the payment made for energy 
supplied by Public Service. 


SEC Takes Action 


on New Applications 


SEC has granted Columbus & South- 
ern Ohio Electric Co. permission to 
issue and sell $1,900,000 of principal 
amount of first mortgage and collateral 
trust bonds, 34% per cent series, due 
1968. The bonds are to be purchased 
at private sale at par, plus accrued in- 
terest by two insurance companies. 

Other applications acted on the com- 
mission follow: 


Conditional approval has been given to 
a declaration of General Public Utilities, 
Inc., a subsidiary of the Community Power 
& Light Co., covering the issuance of a 
maximum amount of 15,212 shares of no- 
par common stock in connection with an 
optional dividend. The dividend is to be 
payable at the option of the holders of 
the present common stock either in cash 
at the rate of $1.50 a share or in addi- 
tional no-par common stock at the rate 
of one-tenth share for each outstanding 
share. 

SEC conditionally made effective the 
declaration of the Pennsylvania Power Co. 
covering the issue and sale of 42,000 shares 
of $5 cumulative, no-par preferred stock, 
10,000 shares of its no-par common stock 
and its $3,000,000 of 144 per cent promis- 
sory note. 

The commission affirmed the eTectiveness 
of a declaration by the Federal Light & 
Traction Co. for the issue and sale of 
$1,500.000 collateral promissory notes to 
the Irving Trust Co., New York. Proceeds 
will be used to pay the company’s 34 
per cent collateral promissory notes due 
on February 1, 1939, payable to Chase 
National Bank of New York. 


The commission has issued orders 
consenting to the withdrawal of the 
following applications: 





Application of New York State Electric 
& Gas Corp. for exemption from the re- 
quirement of filing a declaration in con- 
nection with the issuance and sale of 
$14,000,000 of first mortgage bonds, 4 per 
cent series, due 1965. 

Application of Kentucky Utilities Co. 
for exemption as a holding company and 
for exemption of certain companies as its 
subsidiaries. 


American & Foreign Power 


Makes Bank Loan Payment 


Last week American & Foreign Power 
Co., Inc., made a payment of $2,000,000 
on the outstanding notes payable to 
banks and Electric Bond & Share. The 
payment reduced the debt, which was 
originally $50,000,000, from $28,500,- 
000 to $26,500,000. Of the remaining 
unpaid balance, Electric Bond & Share 
holds $5,300,000 and the banks $21.,- 
200,000. After the $2,000,000 payment, 
American & Foreign Power had cash 
in banks of $7,300,000, according to 
C. E. Calder, president. 


Votes Preferred Dividends 


Directors of the Wisconsin Power & 
Light Company have declared divi- 
dends of $1.12% and $1.3114, respec- 
tively, on the 6 and 7 per cent cumula- 
tive preferred stocks. Similar amounts 
were paid against accumulations on 
September 15, last. 


Directors of Federal Light & Traction 
Co. authorized a final dividend of 25 cents 
a share to holders of the common stock. 
This is the first dividend since $1 was 
paid on December 27, 1937. 

Detroit Edison has declared a final divi- 
dend of $2 for the year. 

Florida Power & Light Co. declared 
against accumulations dividends of $1.31 
on the $7 preferred and $1.13 on the $6 
preferred stocks. On October 1 the com- 
pany paid a similar amount on the $7 pre- 
ferred and $1.12 on the $6 preferred. 

Sierra Pacific Power Co. authorized a 
dividend of $1 a share to holders of com- 
mon stock. Previous dividends paid in 
1937 were 50 cents on June 30 and 55 
cents on December 15. 





Utility Reports (Earnings) 





Net Income 
1938 1937 
*Electric Pwr. & Lt. 

and subs........ $4,418,657 $9,505.143 
*American Pwr. & 

Lt. and subs..... 
*United Gas and subs. 
*Kansas City Pwr. & 


9,768,050 11,276,647 
5,388,314 10,789,310 


3,998,980 4,370,506 


Pwr. and subs... 2,398,361 2,738.374 


*Texas Electric Serv. 1,170,946 1,312,270 
*Nebraska Power.. 1,881,460 1,842,944 
*Montana Pwr. and 

Sa 2,606,364 3,644,358 
*Kansas Gas & Elec. 1,273,217 1,274,731 
*Florida Pwr. & Lt. 2,531,115 1,779,860 
*New Orleans Pub. 

Re aS 1,398,252 1,056,591 
*Utah Pwr. & Lt. D 

a re 1,307,713 1,765,514 


* Twelve months ended November 30. 
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PortaBLE Evectric Rance—Folding 
surface cooking units, current-limiting 


switches and automatic oven heat control 
are features of the portable electric range 
announced by the newly formed electric 
range division of the Eureka Vacuum 
Cleaner Co., Detroit, Mich. The new unit 
may be plugged into any available con- 
venience outlet. 


PROJECTOR AND REFLECTOR Lamps—Mir- 
ror-reflector, directing lens and 150-watt 
filament hermetically sealed in a single 
unit are combined in the “Par 38” lamps 
offered by Hygrade Sylvania Corp., Salem, 


Mass. Both spotlight and floodlight types 
are available. For indoor use, where a 
narrow beam of concentrated light is 


wanted over a small area, this company 
suggests its new 150-watt “R-40” reflector 
lamp, which uses the same kind of mir- 
rored surface as the projector type. 


Form Writing Macuine—In designing 
its new electric carriage form writing ma- 
chine Burroughs Adding Machine Co., De- 
troit, Mich., had in mind the needs of 
public utilities. A selective tabulation 
feature permits the operator to tabulate 
directly to any desired column on the form 
merely by depressing the key which selects 
that column; this feature was incorporated 
to simplify and to speed the writing of 
“size” column invoices, financial and sta- 
tistical reports, sales and purchase distri- 
bution and payroll distribution sheets. 
When equipped with a frontfeed chute. the 
machine is adaptable for registering checks 
and drafts, writing utility bills, delinquent 
notices, meter connect and_ disconnect 
orders and similar forms. Insertion of 
these forms does not disturb the larger 
sheet remaining in the machine. 


SMALL Hot Water HeAater—A two-gal.- 
lon, non-pressure automatic electric water 
heater which can be mgunted over the sink 
or washstand is a new development of the 
Edison General Electric Appliance Co., 
Inc.. Chicago, Ill. Heating is done by a 
1,150-watt “Calrod” unit immersed in the 
water; a thermostat at the rear can be 
adjusted to the temperature desired. Six- 
foot rubber-covered cord at the back of the 
heater plugs into any ordinary 115-volt 
wall outlet. 


New Reststors—Numbered among new 
resistor developments are the high-voltage 
protective and measuring devices brought 
out by International Resistance Co., Phila- 
delphia, Pa., and the air-cooled power re- 
sistors of Precision Resistor Co., Newark, 
N, |. The “IRC” resistors use this com- 
panys metallized type resistance element 
spirally wound on a ceramic base, range 
from type “MVG,” 4 watts. 5,000 volts 
dc. 6,000 ohms minimum, 150 megohms 
maximum, to type “MVR,” with ratings of 
150 watts, 100,000 volts d.c., 0.35 megohms 
minimum and 10,000 megohms maximum. 

© air-cooled wire-wound resistor makes 
use of the old principle of increasing heat 
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radiation with fins and is furnished in 
values up to 50,000 ohms with a 50-watt 
rating. 


Evtectric TEAKETTLE—When the water 
in the new electric teakettle of Electro- 
master, Inc., Detroit, Mich., boils down 
too low for safety the connection plug pops 
out automatically, shutting off the elec- 
tricity; plug cannot be replaced until the 
kettle cools off. An immersion-type heat- 
ing unit is used; it has a rating of 1,250 
watts. The kettle holds four quarts of 
water and plugs into the lighting outlet. 


Outpoor Service EquipMeENT—For use 
in outdoor applications of service entrance 
and auxiliary services, Square D Co., De- 
troit, Mich., announces the new “Type M 
Raintight Multi-breakeR.” While a de- 
vice containing one “Multi-breakeR” unit 
is shown, this line will accommodate one 
to six single-pole crcuits, one to three 
double-pole circuits or a combination of 
single- and double-pole. Either grounded 
or insulated neutral can be furnished; in 
addition, the neutral can be omitted for 
range or water heater sub-feeds. 


New Lamp Accessortes—Several com- 
panies have announced new accessories for 
use with the recently developed Mazda 
projector and reflector lamps. The Gen- 
eral Electric appliance and merchandise 
department, Bridgeport. 
Conn., has brought out 
an adjustable angle 
adapter which fits into a 
light socket and permits 
horizontal or vertical ad- 
justment of the light 
from either the flood or 
spot units Railley Corp., 
Cleveland, Ohio, has an- 
nounced both a counter 
and a “pin-it-up” unit to 
take the new lamps; both 
styles are adjustable up 
or down, right or left. 
The equipment offered 
by the F. W. Wakefield 


Portable Electric Range 


Damper Control 


Raintight MultibreakeR (in center) 


Brass Co., Vermillion, Ohio, includes col- 
ored cover plates and glare shields for use 
with the projector lamps, as well as adjust- 
able brackets for both types of lamps, 
furnished in spotlight or canopy styles. 


Guiass- SEALED ATTENUATORS — Ohmite 
Manufacturing Co., Chicago, Ill., which 
recently brought out glass-sealed resistors, 
is introducing hermetically sealed 
attenuators, designed to protect against 
heat, humidity and other severe atmos- 
pheric conditions in industrial, marine and 
tropical locations. Units are available to 
match the impedance of any line and to 
give any desired decibel loss from 0.25 to 
40 decibels or infinity; while offered as an 
“H” pad, the attenuator can also be pro- 
vided as a “Pie,” “T” or “L” pad, the 
company states. Attenuators are built like 
a radio tube and provided with bakelite 
tube base for mounting in tube-type 
sockets. 


Mocut Sockets—A new line of mogul 
sockets with switch mechanism for two- 
filament lamps has been announced by the 
Arrow-Hart & Hegemap Electric Company, 
Hartford, Conn. Sockets are of porcelain, 
with round turn knob key, have snap switch 
action and operate “high, medium, low, 
off’ or “low, medium, high, off.” They 
are rated for 750 watts, 250 volts. 


Damper Controt — Termed a “Motor 
Operator,” a new instrument of Julien P. 
Friez & Sons, Baltimore, Md., includes in 
its applications industrial uses where such 
a device is wanted to give effect to the auto- 
matic control provided by thermostats and 
other control instruments. Operating on 
low voltage from a transformer, the unit 
will move furnace or boiler dampers, air- 
conditioning duct dampers, by-pass dam- 
pers of conditioners, heating or cooling 
equipment, or operate valves for steam, 
water, gas and the like. It is offered for 
two- or three-wire control, with separate 
or built-in transformers for 110-volt, 60- 
cycles a.c. (standard), with or without 
auxiliary side switch for fans, blowers, ete. 


Small Hot Water Heater 
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EHFA Announces Appliance 
and Wiring Contracts 


EHFA has announced that contracts 
have been closed with the Lincoln- 
Union Electric Co., Alcester, S. D.; 
Firelands Electric Co-operatives, Inc., 
North Fairfield, Ohio; Sun River Elec- 
trification Association, Fairfield, Mont.. 
and Rutherford Rural Electric Mutual 
Association, Inc., Forest City, N. C. 
Contracts provide for co-operation in 
financing the sale of electrical appli- 
ances. 

Contracts have also been closed with 
the Jefferson County Electric Member- 
ship Corp., Louisville, Ga.; Johnson 
County Rural Electric Membership 
Corp., Franklin, Ind., and Nobles Co- 
operative Electric, Worthington, Minn. 
Contracts provide for co-operating in 
financing the wiring or rewiring of 
homes and farms. 

e 


Ordered to Replace Meters 


Power companies operating in New 
York State have been ordered by the 
state Public Service Commission to re- 
tire ultimately from service all indi- 
cating types of demand meters to 
achieve “more accuracy.” The utilities 
were instructed to replace the meters 
with “cumulative types of registers to 
the end that maximum demand read- 
ings may be made with more accuracy 
in the interests of electric consumers.” 
The commission further ordered the 
companies not to purchase indicating 
types of demand registers after April 1, 


1939. 


Power Merger May 
Lower Rates 


An ultimate reduction in power rates 
charged by Kentucky Utilities Co. and 
Lexington Utilities Co. has been pre- 
dicted by Robert M. Watt, president of 
Kentucky Utilities Co., as one of the 
benefits of the proposed merger of the 
two companies. Mr. Watt told a FPC 
examiner hearing the companies’ appli- 
cation for authority to merge that he 
hoped his company would be in a posi- 
tion to make some downward adjust- 
ments in rates if the merger was ap- 
proved. 

« 


Utilities Promoting Wiring 


A total of 114 utility companies, lo- 
cated in 44 states and having a total 
of 12,135,000 residential meters, were 
promoting adequate wiring by mid- 
December, according to the National 
Adequate Wiring Bureau. In addition, 
41 utilities, with a coverage of 1,600.- 
000 meters, have received information 
about the national program, but are not 
yet actively promoting wiring. 
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Los ANGELES, CALiIF.—Bureau of Water 
and Power, 207 South Broadway, receives 
bids until January 16 for one 2,500-kw. 


automatic, quick-starting, non-condensing 
steam turbo-generator unit, with complete 
accessory apparatus for installation in 
steam-electric power plant at Seal Beach. 
Alternate bids will be received for units 
with open and closed system of generator 
ventilation, respectively (Specifications 
2856). 


SILVERTON, OrE.—Portland General Elec- 
tric Company, Portland, Ore., plans exten- 
sions in transmission line at Silverton to 
point near veterans’ camp in that district, 
about 17 miles in all. Work will be car- 
ried out in conjunction with Silverton Hills 
Power Company, Silverton, which will fur- 
nish service at camp noted, where power 
substation for step-down distribution will 
be located. 


CLEVELAND, Onto — Addressograph-Mul- 
tigraph Corporation, 1200 Babbitt Road, 
manufacturer of printing and duplicating 
machinery and other business machines, 
rians installation of motors and controls, 
conveyors, electric hoists and other equip- 
ment in new addition to plant, on which 
work is scheduled to begin early in 1939. 
Cost about $900,000. 


Linton, N. D.—Emmons Light & Power 
Company is considering extensions and 
improvements in local power plant, includ- 
ing installation of additional equipment. 
Also proposes line extensions and improve- 
ments in 1939. Negotiations are under way 
with municipality for new 20-year light 
and power franchise. 


Hicu Point, N. C.—City Council, E. M. 
Knox, city manager, receives bids until 
January 16 for three hydraulic turbine- 
generator units, each with rated capacity 
of 7,000 kw., and auxiliary equipment for 
installation in new municipal hydro-electric 
power plant to be constructed on Yadkin 
River, vicinity of Clemmons, N. C., about 
26 miles from city. Call for bids on gen- 
eral construction contract, as well as other 
equipment, is scheduled to be made early 
in February. Project will include a power 
dam, about 85 feet high above present 
river bed and 2,500 feet long, to impound 
an artificial lake of approximately 14,600 
acres, extending for a distance of 23 miles; 
a substation and switchyard at power plant 
will be equipped to deliver power at 69,000 
volts to two single-circuit transmission lines 
to be constructed to city limits, each about 
26 miles long, as noted, connecting with a 
new power substation for step-down service 
for distribution. A new 2,300-volt primary 
line will be constructed in section of 
municipality for power supply for indus- 
tria! service. Also, other primary lines will 
be built for connection with present distri- 
bution system, as well as extensions in 
distributing lines and service facilities. En- 
tire project is estimated to cost $6,500,000. 
Financing has been arranged through fed- 
eral aid. Murray & Flood, Inc., 369 Lex- 
ington Avenue, New York, N. Y., is con- 
sulting engineer. 





OPPORTUNITIES 





BELLEVILLE, N. J.—Andrew Jergens Com- 
pany, 2535 Spring Grove Avenue, Cincin 
nati, Ohio, plans installation of motors and 
controls, transformers and accessories, con- 
veyors and other equipment in proposed 
new Eastern branch plant for manufacture 
of toilet soaps and preparations at Belle- 
ville, where company has negotiations un- 
der way for acquisition of property of 
Belleville Copper Rolling Mills, Inc., Mill 
Street, as site. Planned to begin work 
on project next spring and to have plant 
ready for operation early in 1940. Cost 
close to $1,000,000. 


RussELLVILLE, ArK.—Arkansas Power & 
Light Company, Pine Bluff, Ark., is com- 
pleting surveys for extensions in primary 
and secondary lines in parts of Pope 
County, vicinity of Russellville, totaling 
close to 20 miles, for expansion in rural 
electric system in that area. 


Bancrort, Iowa—Is considering new 
municipal electric power plant. A special 
election has been called on January 12 to 
approve bonds for $100,000 for project. An 
engineer will be engaged to prepare plans 
in near future. 


BonnEVILLE, OrE.—J. D. Ross, adminis- 
trator, Bonneville project, Department of 
Interior, Portland, Ore., receives bids until 
January 12 for 1,202,000 lineal feet of cop- 
per conductor for transmission lines from 
Bonneville hydro-electric power develop- 
ment; also for 240 connector, 500 dead- 
ends, and two complete sets of special 
portable equipment for installing connec- 
tors and dead-ends (Circular 109). 


San Disco, Catir.—San Diego Consoli- 
dated Gas & Electric Company has ap- 
proved plans for extensions in steam-elec- 
tric generating plant at Broadway and Kett- 
ner Boulevard, including installation of 
equipment. Substation and _ switchyard 
facilities will be increased, with installa- 
tion of switchgear and other equipment for 
distribution service. Proposed to proceed 
with work early in 1939. Cost estimated 
about $535,000. Company also plans new 
power substation at Coronado, near San 
Diego, estimated to cost approximately $75,- 
000 with transformers, switchgear and ac- 
cessory equipment. 


WeELLston, On10—Will begin work early 
in 1939 on extensions and improvements in 
municipal electric power plant, including 
installation of additional equipment. Cost 
about $200,000. F. W. C. Bailey, 20 South 
Third Street, Columbus, Ohio, is consulting 
engineer. 


Minneapouis, Minn.—City Council will 
take bids soon for extensions and improve 
ments in power plant at municipal equip- 
ment and mechanical shops at 1308 Currie 
Avenue, including installation of additional _ 
equipment. Also will build new addition 
to shops and install motors, controls and 
other equipment. Cost about $180,000. Fi — 
nancing has been concluded —— fed- — 
eral aid. A. M. Larson and Fred T. Paul, — 
City Hall, are city architect and city engr 
neer, in order noted. 
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